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| ABSTRACT

In order to permit a wider degree of flexibility and
choice in the curriculum, to enable students to engage in
interdepartmental training, to encourage reading and discussion of
primary texts that have thematic and personal relevance to students,
and to encourage broad, generalized inquiry at a time when
specialization is dominant, this proposal for the establishment of a
minor in the humanities at Rhode Island College is offered. .The
courses offered within the minor should all be exclusively reading
and discussions seminars with no term papers, lectures, or
examinations. Grading should be on a pass-fail basis with evaluation
based on classroom participation and attendance. Faculty for the
program should be chosen from a pool of faculty dedicated to the
ideals of the program in the departments of English, history,
sociology, art, science, and rhilosophy. It is hoped that this new:
offering will solve the need for relevance as has been expressed by
the students at the college. . (HS)
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Froposal for the Establishment of an Undergraduate %2595

dinor in Humanities at Rhnode Igiand College %,

Introduction: The wldespread concern throughout the Collegos and

AL PTITLD

Univerglities of the United States for signifizant reforms in curé
riculum has its plase here at Rhode Iszland College. As students il
concerned with the developlng curriculums here &t the College, wse
¢ffer what we belleve to be a proposal designsd to meet much of the
sinecoere crlilclsm of our current offerings. We feal ihat meémingw
ful change can éome that provides a greater degres of student ve-
sponsibilitj for agademlc excellence, while at the same tiwes, eroe .
abes a liberating atmosphere in which sbudenrts and faculty wmight
eusourage incressed communication regavding the issuss, idessz and
eventes that shepe our lives both past and present. Ye balieve

that thls proposeal canAand shovld be adopted, if only as an experis
ment, Lo demonstrate to our students that good falth doss exiast bow
tween administration, faculby, and students, Soms of the provi-
sions might raicse an scademie eyobrow here and there, but if a Col-
lege cannot say yes to innovation then the eniire purpose ol our
afforts becomes suspest, What we are saying 1is that oub of the 128
hourg of requimred credlt we are asked to complete, that a small
poriien of that credit should be mede available {or ths purposae of
snvouraging intellectual Inguiry that has not been pigeonholed ine-
to the usual fopmai of collepe dapartmentalization, testing, and
specialization, We plead for a recogniged interdepartmental pro-
gram bayond our present general education offerings and for the
opperbunity %o engage in an acadewle experlence that provides a
maccimu range of flexibiliﬁy° To bs . sure there are d.ugers in whab
we propose, bubt the fallure wili bs ours and the responzibilitw

o 4%i he ocurs. To those who say that the "Hatablishwent" cannch
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those

‘ghange, we say that the "Esteblishment" is a flcbtion ereated by

who cannot, or will not seek cooperative change within the

framework o tho institution to which we are all committed.

Justification:

1o

2e

3e

5,

6,

To

To permi% a wider degree of flexibillty and cholee in tho
curriculum, |

To ehable students the opportunity to continus work in an
interdepartmental discipline beyond our present goneral edw-
ucation offering, The Minor will provide stude::ts the oppor-
tunity to continue work in'compgrative iiteratureg art, hise
tory, phllosophy. selence ~+ any field that has bearing upon
the proposed themes and problems,

To open-up an area of study at the College whlch transcends
the boundaries of our preaent'specialized department s and
omphasizes "synthetic" skilla,

To make possible for thﬁfflwaﬁ time on campuz the chance to
experiment with the %wliﬁity of a program not dependent upon
examinationsg written formal term{papers, or grades,.

To enéourage reading and-diéguaaion of primary texts that have
theﬁaticland personal relevance to the student,

To permlt faculty and student cooperative planning of the
readings and topies,

To encourage broad, generalized inquiry at a time when spe-

cialization 1s dominant,

 To provide the chance for siudents with varied skills and in-

tereata £5 come together with their peera in.a way that en~

sourage student responslibllity.




Proposels Dy Sc \Gmbnr 1069 ( 1 Scnc for) Rhod 1sland Ccl] B0

aaould offer » Minor in Huwaities,  The wﬁpwr should gnnq’qt of &
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minimum of 18 hoarv semester cradlt beyond the general education re-

quirements established by the Gollege.

y

Structure of the Program:

Lo ALL Humanltles courses offered in the Minor, should be ezcluw
alvely veading and digecussion geminaps. No lectures, papé%§§
or clesgroom examlinations will be required., Students ave re~
sponaible for attending each class, beyond this, astudents will

be evaluated solely on classroom participation in the dimcuae
sion of the texbs and themes, Evaluation will be made on &
"pase~fail” basis, A grade of "pass" msans the student; in
the judgement of the instructor, has attended regularly and

" engaged in wvocal combat with his peers. High priority, then,

'is.placsd on claasroom participation., Where a student falls

%o attend and talk, he wiil radeive a grade of "Fall", Stu-
dente wishing to present talks or forums with other students
should plan such activities cooperatively with the inatructor,
Papors will be accepted if thoy are intended %o be pressnted
to the entlre class and 1f they are pertinent to tha dascusw
glong and themesg

Students wishing avanslation of the pass-fail grades to

B e L

A% ghpough "F? grading pattern should petition the regise
trar who will keap on file a "double-ledger" of grades, This
procodurs should satisfy whatever records students and the

% : GCollsgs should nsed for Craduate Sehool purposes, 'It should
% be cla&yly;und@rstood that the pass-fail will vemain the

5 ﬁtandnfd greding pattern for the Humenities dincr. Studsnts

will net be permitied te raquasi 8 latter grade for.tho'purw




pose of imprQVing.tneir Indenx. wne dumsnitles progiem should bhe
= : képt indspondent of.the index kept by tue College as 1la presently
the case with student teaching,
- 2. Reading will primarily consist of "primary" rather than Tgaw
: condary" texts.
3. Humanities seminars should cerry a 3 credlt hour student load
}i, gnd 3 hours faculby load,
ho Faculty teaching in the program should be chosen from a "fac-
ulty=pool” of those commlitted to the goals and purposes of the
program., This would mean that faculty slecting to teach In
" the propésed Humanities sequence could come from the various
departments of English, diétory, Sociology, Art, Science, and
Philosophyq
5, Although it will be necessary to establish a broad, general
E struecture to the themes and toples to be included in the Hume
Ei _ anitiasvaequencag the specific themes, texts, and topics to be
“ineluded in each seminar will be determined by the students
and faculty member teaching the seminar. This will entail
mestingg conagiderably in advance of the semester in which the
seminer is to be offered, For example, students prewregiSw
tered in the fell scmester for the Spring could arrangs to
plan cooperatively with the seminar inatructor the substance
of %#he next seminar, It should be understood that each sem=
iner, beginning with the first, will devots some of lts time
to the. considering of the direction the next course will take,

This will enable students and faculty to pursue thelir owm uni«

que academie gtrengths and weakn&sées rath@yﬁhan cammigﬁtha,

program o a praaordainod structure which ls unaaceptable %o
thoss gtudents taklag tho seminar and the instructer teaching

it.
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Tho umanibiso sewinave will be based upen "cors” readings done
by all students to provids the courss with a unlty of purposs,
but "optional” readings will be encouraged as wall so that esch
student will be permlitted the chance to develop his intevests

as they relate to the toplea and themes,

O. Although the wajor Towns of the Humsnities Minor will bs the

20%1r centu oy, atudenta will be required te talke Iwo seminars

in another cultural perioed,

Course Offewrings:

1

4]

3ix seominaw offeringé ghould be crested carrylag course numbers
from Humanitiss 301, $o Humenities 30B. Coursss wast be baken
saquentlally in order fto insure contlvnuldy of dsvslopment to
each seminar and to insure the principle of coop@rﬁtive planning
far gach auccessive ssmester. Sﬁudcnts rgéistéring in the Spéing

than, wust bave & Fall seminer as 8 pre-requislts,
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2, The following represents the sequence of couras offaringa fop

ER

ynese shudents who nhave completed the general educabtion requirs-

anks in Humanitie%:

S

3

Bumenitios, 301 (Fall, 1969): The Humanitles and Coutewporary

Lifa, This Coursse repreasnis an in-dopth exemination into the
Pullousoshie, Assthetic, Soclal énd Poiiticaly and Historical
problong of_modern soguiety, Themeg and toples to be couslderved
will cover thes problems of faet énd value arising from the con-
£iict of the Sclenses and the Humanities, Allenation, Colleati-

viam, end Mechanizablon, Poli%ical Revoiution and Social Ordes.

Hum&nitiaﬁ'302,.(8prings 1970)s The Crisis in the Humenities,
This course ;epraaenta a continuation of the themea and direc-

tions tolken wiih regsrd to thosa problems raized in Humanltiss,

5
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. AL, with » apeclal emphasis upon the palstlonship of these prow
blems to bhe individual goal, values, and esplrations of stu-
dents., Topios and prodlems will be concernsd with such problems
ags the validity of the ﬁumanitieé in modern society, the role of
the student and the uhiversiﬁy, the possibllity of cosmibiment

in modern sociaty, Education and Usopla,

Hp@&n?ties 303: {Fall, 1970): Humanities and Comparative Culture.
Thia course seeks to examlne the relatlonahip of =nother major
culbure poriod witb.spaeial regard to lts poerbtinence %o contem=
Porary fociety. Such periods az Clagsical Gresce, The ilsdieval

Age. The Renailsgsaunce, The Elizsbethan Scociety. Neo-Classlciam

e aa

znd Romanbielsm mey be solectsd to develop, compare snd cone

trast to the modern age,

Bumaniitiss 30k, (Spring, 1971): Humanitiss and Comparstive Cule

[

tura, This course represenis a contlnuation of the principles

of Humanities 303. It will undertake a close exemination of a
séa'md gulture (selected from such perieds as Greek, iedieval,
ebo.) with regard to its intellsctual, soclal, and aesthaﬁi@ |
foundatlons and 1ts impiic&tiona and velationship to modern

seclety.

Huranitles 305(5primg, 1970)¢ Problems isy Humanities, This
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b course Will sesk to develops toples and rsadiags with special »4%
_ g )8

3 mttentioui%o those issues arising out of the ﬁwp twentioth cen~
tury and ecultural aréa geminars. Students will bhe sncouraged
to'&etarmina ths shape and direction of the seminap themes,
toples, and resdlings wiﬁh ragpect te thelr own background and

interests,

- Humanlsies 306 (Spring, 19T1): Problems in Humanlties, This

gourse represents a continuation of Hupanities 305,




